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Pierre Lorillard was a member of the well-known
wealthy family who made a fortune in the tobacco
business in the 18" century. Tuxedo Park was a
planned recreational community created by Pierre
Lorillard IIT approximately 38 miles north of New
York City in 1886. This very private community
was populated by the wealthy and social set of the
Gilded Age. The jacket named the "Tuxedo"
originated at The Tuxedo Club. What started as a
private hunting and recreational preserve with a
clubhouse and wood cottages morphed into a gated,
fenced with barbed wire, exclusive colony of grand
estates for the rich and social elite. It was another
place to play between their mansions in New York,
summers in Newport and winter months in Palm
Beach. Security and privacy together with money
and social status were the cornerstones of this gated
and fenced community. Originally, a retreat for the
spring and fall months with a New Year’s tradition,
Tuxedo Park soon became a year-round residence
for bankers, financial leaders, and captains of the
industry during the Gilded Age and their families
from the 1880’s through the depression. This
presentation touches on just one of those families
and life in the early decades of the 20" century.
While the country watched and read about this
small community and their aristocratic lifestyle,
they also learned the residents behind the iron
gates were suffering the same insecurities of many
others in the country due to the industrialization
and population growth that spread from the great
cities of the new growing America.
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