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Economic Study Demonstrates Massive Cost of Deer Overpopulation in Fairfield County 

A study finds that annual costs of deer overpopulation in Fairfield County are as high as $17 million per town and $1520 per household. Advocates for deer population control hope that lawmakers will enact more effective deer management policies and that towns and landowners will request DEP assistance in reducing local deer herds. 
A recent economic study finds that deer overpopulation costs Fairfield County municipalities between 1.9 and 17 million dollars a year – with costs in some communities as high as $1520 per household. The study was conducted by Peter S. Arno and Deborah Viola of New York Medical College and commissioned by the Fairfield County Municipal Deer Management Alliance (the Alliance), Connecticut Coalition to End Lyme Disease (CCELD) and Connecticut Audubon Society. 
The study uses state and federal data to determine the costs of the most prominent impacts of deer overpopulation, including the per-case cost of Lyme disease and vehicle-deer collision damage and the per-capita cost of tick control efforts and vegetation damage prevention. Costs to individual towns are determined by multiplying the respective per-case or per-capita cost by the number of cases or town residents. Lyme disease costs per case are derived from the inflation-adjusted findings of a 2006 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention study; motor vehicle costs per claim were calculated using average costs reported by State Farm Insurance. 

According to Alliance Chairman David Streit of Redding, deer overpopulation results in both direct and indirect economic effects. In addition to the direct costs to households and municipalities, “there are also  -- increased taxes and health and auto insurance premiums that are passed on to individuals, resulting in additional fees of hundreds dollars a year.” 

Stephen R. Patton, Director of Landscape Programs at the Nature Conservancy, notes that this study is the first of its kind to document the economic impact of deer overpopulation. Patton notes, “This study demonstrates the broader need for a comprehensive effort, managed by the Dept. of Environmental Protection, to bring deer numbers down to levels that are healthy for our woodlands and for people.” 

Deputy Commissioner Susan Frechette of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) notes that successful deer reduction is a “landowner driven process” and that the DEP is “ready to assist” households and municipalities interested in proactive deer reduction. Few, however, have taken advantage of this resource to date.  

Research shows that stronger deer management policies in Fairfield County towns would significantly reduce deer overpopulation and its associated costs – especially those associated with Lyme disease. Research confirmed by Connecticut State Entomologist Kirby Stafford demonstrates that Lyme disease is rare in areas where deer population density is naturally below or has been reduced below 10 to 12 deer per square mile, as Lyme carrying deer ticks require their last blood meal from a large mammal - a role played almost exclusively by deer – in order to reproduce and lay eggs.  

The Connecticut DEP recognizes the value of deer management in “reducing the risk of contracting Lyme disease and its attendant costs” and encourages residents to contact the DEP for deer reduction assistance. According to Deputy Commissioner Frechette, “The many types of currently authorized deer hunting (bow and arrow, shotgun, muzzleloader) have been effective at reducing and maintaining deer populations in other areas of the state. The DEP strongly encourages towns, non-profits and private landowners, especially those in Fairfield County, to allow hunting on their land during the regulated deer seasons.”
Although deer reduction programs already exist in many Fairfield County towns, such programs function far below their potential.  “Fairfield County municipalities still do not have a good grasp of either the prevalence of Lyme or its economic consequences to society, as evidenced by their failure to enact aggressive deer management policies,” says researcher Deborah Viola. 
Deer reduction advocates hope this study will change that by motivating citizens to demand action from local and state elected officials. Without public support for deer management, deer overpopulation and its costs will only increase in severity. Concerned residents are encouraged to form or join town deer management committees and pursue the CT DEP’s offer of deer control assistance. 
A second phase of the study beginning this summer will interview residents of Fairfield County to more directly capture the costs created by deer overpopulation not included in this current study, such as tick-borne illnesses in pets and losses to farmers. 
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For more information on the sponsors of this study go to:

www.eradicatelymedisease.org; www.ctaudubon.org; www.deeralliance.com; 

For full study report go to http://www.deeralliance.com/index.php?pageID=3&articleID=154
