Comments to the Town Board regarding Tuxedo Reserve   11-23-2009

 Lili Neuhauser

4 Stable Road

Tuxedo Park, N.Y. 10987      845-351-0048     zcottage@optonline.net

I am speaking to you as an 11 year resident of the area, a wife, mother and an observer of the meeting on the 26th of October.  Several issues became clear to me that evening.  First and foremost, I am proud of all of you who spoke the other evening; your comments were eloquent and heartfelt.  The issues before us are serious and require respect, respect for each other and respect for the environment.   I would like to say to Mr. Magar that Tuxedo is not dead, nor is it dying, period.  By being here we are proving you wrong!  We all care deeply for our community.

I am compelled to comment on the story Chief Dwayne Perry of the Ramapo-Lenape Nation told.  He spoke latter in the evening last month and many of you were not able to hear his story. The Chief was approached by someone who had found what he believed to be Indian artifacts and a possible burial ground, on the Tuxedo Reserve grounds. The Chief’s pleas for help to both Tuxedo Reserve and local police fell on deaf ears, no one cared to listen or help him.  This discovery had exciting possibilities for those of us interested in the rich history of this area.  What has become of the area with these findings?  It was bulldozed and most likely destroyed forever.

  It is a federal offense to disturb or desecrate Native American artifacts; it is a MORAL offense for Tuxedo Reserve to do so.  What disturbs me is how other issues will be treated, with the same indifference and lack of regard?  Clearly the urge to forge ahead, consequences be damned is a strong one for them and one that you all should find repugnant.  I urge the Board and Tuxedo Reserve to weigh the importance of ALL findings, hiring professionals and working with authorities to insure fair treatment of the people involved and any findings.

My other concern is the environment and of conservation, we must be extremely vigilant with regard to our most precious resource, water.  We must keep a watchful eye on any development near any water source, in particular the Tuxedo Lake Reservoir watershed and Mountain Lake, the Ramapo River Watershed is in trouble now and for us and the 2 million people down river from us who rely on these waters, it is far too important to be cavalier with the supply. Blasting alone can have a devastating effect on our water. 

It seems somewhat hypocritical to teach conservation to our children and in the next breath tell them to watch what becomes of the land surrounding their homes, as it is being readied for the largest master planned community in Orange County.  We can work on revitalizing downtown Tuxedo, lower our carbon footprint and insure that all of us who live here are secure in the knowledge that we have worked together for the best possible outcome, with careful consideration for all aspects of the development, that are in the best interest of those of us who will live with the consequences and decisions that have been made.  Many of us are here because we love to be able to watch the bear, coyotes, rattlesnakes and all manner of creatures, as we walk.  I hope one day to be able to show my son artifacts found south of here or a northern leopard frog or watch a least shrew scamper through the grass, around Tuxedo Lake and Mountain Lake, knowing that we put forth the most respectful effort for those of us who live here and the environment.

