Please enter these comments concerning the proposed revision of the Tuxedo Reserve development agreement into the record of the town meeting, which I cannot attend.

 

The enlargement, spatial changes, and the reconfiguring of the proposed development all threaten the quality of life in

Tuxedo. We want development that will enhance the current downtown of Tuxedo, while the commercial space now proposed would seriously weaken what we have rather than enriching it.  Modest levels of development will increase the business of local firms, but this larger development will, ironically, displace them. We want improvement, not destruction of what we have.

 

The geometric increase in infrastructure and services that will be required to accommodate such a construction project and population (and the long term maintenance) is beyond the resource base that the new development will create.  Worse yet,  problem is that the development will be a long time in the making, perhaps decades, but the public investment to accommodate its scale will have to precede the eventual increase in revenues for the town. That will put tremendous pressure on finances, at a time when New York State and all its sub-jurisdictions project long-term (and seemingly insoluble) fiscal challenges.

 

Finally, there is also no guarantee that promises made by the developer will not be withdrawn, or that the developer will flip the concessions made by the town, selling them to a developer who has had no relationship with the town and our various deliberations. Much would be put at risk by caving in to the sweet talk of the developer; such talk often turns sour after the concessions are made. Peter Regna was right at the previous meeting in saying that the town has taken on a very high level of risk with the existing agreement. It would be foolish, at best, to take on yet more risk to the quality of life and fiscal stability here.  The revised plans would represent the wrong development, at the wrong time, in the wrong place.

 

Thomas Bender

222 Continental Road

A ten year resident of Tuxedo Park

 

 
