Let me provide you some examples of why we need the help of an independent firm. 

Table 3-16, "Non-Property Tax Revenues Generated by Tuxedo Reserve" cites several categories where the applicant believes Tuxedo Reserve will generate additional revenue for the Town. One of these categories is called “Use of $ and Property.” What does this mean? Do YOU understand it? To me, this sounds like the applicant is taking a monetary credit for some public use of their property. I'd feel more comfortable if someone who did know was looking at this on our behalf. 

Then there's Table 3-17, "Summary of Net Revenues/(Costs)". The focus of this table and the discussion surrounding it is to state that the project is tax positive, a conclusion that is in itself questionable. However, even if the applicant’s conclusions are correct, it would be more accurate to say that the project is tax positive in certain taxing jurisdictions, while tax negative in others. This table indicates that the project will be tax negative in regard to the Town-wide General Fund, as well as for the Fire Department. To claim that the project is tax positive implies that a resident may expect to see some reduction in taxes as a result. I feel that those taxing jurisdictions that benefit are unlikely to lower their tax rates, for fear that they would simply have to raise them again the following year. To the contrary, the Town and the Fire Department, however, are extremely likely to raise their tax rates in order to cover costs. The bottom line, then, is that residents across Tuxedo can expect to have their taxes raised as a result of Tuxedo Reserve, even if, overall, it is tax positive, and this impact should be disclosed in a more forthright manner. 


These are all complex concepts which are difficult for the average reader to understand. We can't afford to get it wrong, and it would be very, very easy to do just that. This is why we need a knowledgeable independent firm to act on our behalf for this review.
